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dates for your diaries

Tuesday 22  September                                         Year 11 Securing Exam Success Evening (5-6pm)nd

Thursday 24  September                                        Year 7 Welcome Evening (5-6pm)th

Friday 25  September                                               Year 10 Walking Tour Event th

Tuesday 29  September                                          Open Evening (5.30-7.30pm) (Early finish for students - 1.25pm)th

Tuesday 6  October                                                   A Level Physics UK AEA Centre for Fusion Energy Tripth

Wednesday 7  October                                            Year 9 Inspire Trip to Natural History Museum & Lyceum Theatreth
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ISLIP MANOR HIGH SCHOOL ISLIP MANOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Attendance, Music and Supporting Success

Ms Marion Budd 
 Headteacher 

Thank you to families for your support in helping students attend school regularly and arrive on time. We are
already seeing improvements in punctuality this year, and this makes such a difference to the calm and
purposeful start we want students to have each morning. A reminder that students are expected to be on site
by 8.35am, so that they are ready to line up with their form tutors at 8.40am. We have noticed signs on Church
Road indicating that gas utility roadworks will be taking place for the rest of September and throughout
October. Please could you speak to your child about this, as school expectations will not change because of
roadworks. It is likely that buses and local traffic will be delayed, so students will need to leave home slightly
earlier to make sure they arrive at school on time. Thank you in advance for your support with this.

I was fortunate earlier this week to meet with the Chief Executive Officer of the Music in Secondary Schools
Trust, where we reviewed the wonderful support this charity is providing for our school. Founded by Andrew
Lloyd Webber, MiSST enables us to offer free instrumental lessons to students in Key Stage 3. Our partnership
began last year with our current Year 8 students, who are all learning to play the violin. We are now very excited
that this year’s Year 7 students will shortly be issued with flutes, which they will learn as part of their music
curriculum at Islip Manor High School. Later this term, we will also be hosting students from Dormers Wells
High School, who also take part in the MiSST programme, for a joint concert. I am very much looking forward to
seeing our young musicians perform together.

Next week, we have two important events for families. On Tuesday 22nd September, we are holding our Year 11
Securing Examination Success Evening from 5pm to 6pm. This evening is designed to equip Year 11 families
with the information you need to understand how this important year is structured, what we expect from
students, and how you can support your child to do their very best in their examinations. Please respond to the
message sent via School Synergy to confirm whether you are able to attend.

For our Year 7 families, our annual Year 7 Welcome Evening takes place at 5pm on Thursday 24th September.
This is an opportunity to meet one another, get to know our school better, and hear about how well your
children have settled into life at Islip Manor High School. We're looking forward to seeing you!

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.



Futures Fest – School Open Evening
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We are delighted to invite families of Year 6 children to our school Open Evening, Futures Fest, on
Tuesday 29 September, from 5.30–7.30pm.

Futures Fest is an opportunity for prospective students and their families to visit our school, have a
tour of our facilities and find out more about life at our school.

To allow us time to prepare for the event, students will have an early finish at 1.25pm on the day.
There will be a scheduled lunch break before students leave school, so they will have time to eat
their lunch before going home.

Do you have a child in Year 6, or know someone locally who does? Please share details of Futures
Fest with them — we would love to welcome them to our school.

Families are asked to book in advance via the school website. This will help us to plan for the
evening and ensure that we can share important information with families ahead of the event.

We look forward to welcoming our future students and their families to Futures Fest!



The Islip Manor Way: 5 to start and finish. 
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As part of our continued work to embed The Islip Manor Way, next week we will be explicitly
teaching the children about our expectations of how we start and finish lessons. We use clear
routines at the start and end of lessons called the  5  to start and 5 to finish. 

The purpose of these routines is to establish consistency across our school when it comes to how
we frame our lessons. We know that lessons are more productive when there are clear expectations
and routines that children know and understand. Most of these routines are linked to general good
conduct, organisation and prompting learning and reflection. 

We can also see daily that the implementation of these routines lends itself to a calm and
productive learning environment where our students can thrive. 

Here are the training slides so that you can see exactly what we will be teaching the children so that
you can reinforce these expectations with them at home.

Thank you, as always, for your support in helping us maintain high standards across our school.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OACgAppx8kcPPoUFYK_e16oNL2kPfdxcBfyYX6VKyZ4/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1


Assemblies this week: getting to and from school
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Next week, students will take part in a behaviour curriculum assembly focusing on our expectations
as they travel to and from school.

A key message is that our expectations begin before students come through the school gates. From
the moment they leave home, students are representing both their families and Islip Manor High
School. We expect them to wear their uniform properly, be kind and respectful to others and show
our local community that young people can be excellent role models.

We will also revisit the importance of punctuality. Students should arrive by 8.35am, ready for line-
ups or registration at 8.40am, and we encourage them to aim for 8.30am wherever possible. This
includes planning journeys carefully and preparing the night before. As part of this, we also promote
active travel, encouraging students to walk, cycle or combine walking with public transport where
this is a safe and practical option.

Students will also be reminded of our phone-free expectations and the correct use of Yondr
pouches. Phones, earbuds and smartwatches must be switched off and secured appropriately when
students enter school, helping to reduce distraction, support learning and protect safety and privacy.

Finally, we will be reinforcing expectations for the journey home: behaving respectfully at bus stops,
in shops and on local streets, respecting people’s homes and property, avoiding arguments and
making their way home as expected.

These are simple but important habits. Being punctual, organised, respectful and considerate of
others helps students succeed in school and prepares them well for life beyond it.



MiSST Saturday Music School
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MiSST (Music in Secondary Schools Trust) are offering free instrumental lessons for Islip Manor High
School students as part of their Saturday Music School. This programme provides high‑quality tuition
in violin or flute, ensemble playing, and musicianship, delivered by specialist tutors.

Saturday School begins this weekend. While we appreciate the short notice, any student wishing to
take part is welcome to sign up, and those unable to attend this Saturday may begin from next week
instead. Places will be allocated on a first‑come, first‑served basis to ensure fairness and clarity for
families.

Please complete the form below to register your child’s interest. Once submitted, we will confirm
their place and share further details about timings and weekly expectations. Parental consent is
required for participation and for the sharing of contact information with MiSST for safeguarding and
communication purposes.

https://forms.gle/7e6ugqztjRywdfi4A 

https://forms.gle/7e6ugqztjRywdfi4A


A Positive Start for Sixth Form Students

The new academic year has got off to a highly positive start for our Sixth Form, with a successful
induction programme helping our new Year 12 students settle into the next stage of their education.

It has been particularly encouraging to see such a strong and enthusiastic group of students
beginning their post-16 studies. We are delighted to welcome back many of our former students,
alongside a number of new external students who have joined the Sixth Form. This blend of familiar
faces and new members has created a positive and vibrant atmosphere, and our new Year 12
students have made an excellent start to the year.

Alongside this, our Year 13 students have already begun the important process of preparing their
UCAS applications. For many, this is an exciting but significant step as they begin to consider their
future university courses and longer-term aspirations.

As part of this process, we are currently allocating mentors to students. The Sixth Form mentoring
programme provides invaluable guidance and support, helping students explore their options,
identify suitable university courses and refine their ideas about what they would like to do after
completing their post-16 education.

The coming months will be an important period for our Year 13 students as they research courses,
develop their personal statements and make decisions about their future pathways. With the
support of staff and mentors, we look forward to helping them make informed choices and
approach the next stage of their education with confidence.

Overall, it has been a very encouraging start to the academic year, and we wish all of our Sixth Form
students every success as they begin this important chapter of their educational journey.
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Year 11: A Positive and Purposeful Start (Page 1 of 2)
The vision of year 11 is to ensure they are always 'Upholding High Standards'. With this in mind, Year 11
have made a very positive start to this important academic year. Students have responded well to our
high standards and high expectations and have demonstrated maturity, focus and determination
across the school. The calm and purposeful atmosphere in lessons has been particularly
encouraging, and it is clear that many students understand the importance of making every day
count.

This year will bring challenges, but it will also provide many opportunities for students to achieve
outcomes of which they can be proud. Continued success will depend on students maintaining the
excellent habits they have already begun to establish.

Making Every Day Count

Excellent attendance is one of the strongest foundations for academic success. There is a direct
correlation between good attendance and progress: students who attend school regularly benefit
from consistent teaching, practise key knowledge and skills, receive feedback and remain fully
involved in their courses. Even occasional absence can result in important learning being missed,
particularly as GCSE courses move forward quickly.
Students should arrive at school punctually every day, fully equipped and ready to learn. Parents and
carers can support this by reinforcing the importance of attendance, establishing consistent routines
and contacting the school promptly if any concerns are affecting their child’s ability to attend.

How Students Can Succeed

To maintain their positive start, Year 11 students should:

Attend school every day and arrive on time.
Engage fully in every lesson and complete all classwork to the best of their ability.
Complete homework and revision tasks by the required deadlines.
Begin revising early and follow a manageable weekly timetable.
Act upon feedback and seek support when they do not understand something.
Attend interventions and additional support sessions when invited.
Maintain healthy routines, including sufficient sleep, regular meals and appropriate breaks.

Parents and carers also have an important role to play. Regularly discussing progress, checking
homework and revision, providing a quiet place to study and maintaining communication with the
school can make a significant difference. Encouragement is vital, but students must also be
supported in developing the independence, resilience and self-discipline required for success.
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Year 11: A Positive and Purposeful Start (Page 2 of 2)
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Securing Exam Success Evening

We warmly invite all Year 11 students and their parents or carers to attend our Securing Exam
Success workshop on Tuesday 22 September 2026, from 5:00 pm in the Main Hall.

This joint parent and student event will provide practical guidance on supporting effective study at
home, managing wellbeing and exam-related anxiety, and working together to maximise progress
and achievement. Information will also be available about revision booklets, guides and other
resources that can support independent study.

We strongly encourage every Year 11 family to attend this valuable event.

Key Date for Your Diary

Year 11 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 17 December 2026, 4:30–7:00 pm

This will provide parents and carers with an opportunity to meet subject teachers and discuss their
child’s performance in the November PPEs. Further information will be shared nearer the time.

Year 11 should be proud of the start they have made. The challenge now is to sustain this momentum
throughout the year. With excellent attendance, consistent effort and strong support between home
and school, every student can make meaningful progress and achieve their very best.

Mr J Roopra - Assistant Headteacher & Head of Year 11



Year 10: A Strong Start to the GCSE Journey

Inspiring Bright Futures | Building Strong Foundations | Empowering Vibrant Minds | Upholding High Standards

Page 9 of 22

It has been a fantastic start to the academic year for Year 10, and we are delighted with how well they
have settled into the expectations and routines of the year group. Year 10 students are now beginning
their GCSE journey, and we are looking forward to supporting them as they work towards achieving
their very best.

One of our key focuses this term is attendance. Last academic year, this cohort achieved an
impressive overall attendance figure of 95%, and this year we are challenging the year group to beat
this target. We know that regular attendance is one of the most important factors in ensuring
students make strong progress. Every day in school provides valuable opportunities to learn,
consolidate knowledge, develop skills and keep up with the demands of the GCSE curriculum. We
would really appreciate parents and carers reinforcing this message at home and supporting us in
ensuring that attendance remains a priority throughout the year. Every lesson counts, and every day
matters.

We are also pleased to confirm that rewards trip to London, which was postponed from last academic
year, will now take place on Friday 25th September. This is a wonderful opportunity to recognise and
celebrate the achievements and positive contributions of our students, and we are very much looking
forward to the day.

We wish Year 10 every success as they begin this exciting and important chapter of their education.
We are confident that, with their continued hard work and the support of families and staff, they can
make excellent progress throughout their GCSE journey.

Miss D, Kaur - Head of Year 10



Year 9: A Fantastic Start to the New Academic Year
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Year 9 have made a fantastic start to the new academic year, and it has been wonderful to see how
quickly they have settled back into school life. Students have returned with a positive attitude and
have approached the increased expectations of Year 9 with maturity and enthusiasm.

Our collective Year 9 goal this year is “Be Kind. Show Respect. Grow Together.” In just the first two
weeks of school, we have already seen these values demonstrated across the year group, both
inside and outside the classroom. This is reflected in the over 1,000 achievement points Year 9
students have already received – an excellent start and something they should be very proud of.

We are also very much looking forward to our rescheduled summer trip, which will now take place
in just a few weeks. It will be a great opportunity for the year group to spend time together outside
of the usual school day and to celebrate the positive start they have made.

As we move through the term, we will continue encouraging every student to contribute positively
to our Year 9 community, support one another and challenge themselves to grow. We look forward
to working alongside students and families throughout what we hope will be a successful and
rewarding year.

Mr M Mehta - Head of Year 9 



Year 8: Working Together for a Successful Year
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Year 8 have made a positive start to the new academic year, and it has been wonderful to welcome
our students back to school.

During their first week back, students received dedicated training to help them understand and
meet the school’s expectations. This training covered key routines, behaviours and responsibilities
that will support them in having a successful year. Students will continue to receive regular training
every Monday, providing important reminders about school expectations and keeping them
informed of any changes to routines during the school day.

We would greatly appreciate the continued support of parents and carers in helping students
maintain these high standards. Please ensure that your child attends school every day, arrives on
time and wears the correct school uniform. Good attendance and punctuality are essential to
ensuring that students make the most of every learning opportunity.

We also ask parents and carers to check their child’s planner each evening. This will help you to see
what home learning has been set and ensure that it is completed on time and to the best of their
ability.

Thank you for your continued support. By working together, we can help Year 8 students have a
successful, productive and enjoyable year.

Miss L Tertullien - Head of Year 8 
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