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dates for your diaries

Monday 7  September                                             All year groups in schoolth

Tuesday 22  September                                         Year 11 Securing Exam Success Evening (5-6pm)nd

Thursday 24  September                                        Year 7 Welcome Evening (5-6pm)th

Friday 25  September                                               Year 10 Walking Tour Event th

Tuesday 29  September                                          Open Evening (5.30-7.30pm)th

Tuesday 6  October                                                   A Level Physics UK AEA Centre for Fusion Energy Tripth

Wednesday 7  October                                            Year 9 Inspire Trip to Natural History Museum & Lyceum Theatreth
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ISLIP MANOR HIGH SCHOOL ISLIP MANOR HIGH SCHOOL 

A Strong Start to the New School Year

Ms Marion Budd 
 Headteacher 

It has been a real joy to welcome students back to school this week, beginning yesterday with our new
Year 7 and Year 12 students. We were so impressed by the confidence and maturity shown by Year 7 on
their first day. They settled quickly, found their way around the school and seemed to really enjoy
beginning this new chapter at Islip Manor High School.

We were also delighted to welcome so many students into Year 12, including both returning students
and those joining us from other schools. It has been particularly pleasing to see strong interest in our
new Level 2 Applied Science course, launched this year in response to student demand. We are
pleased to have extended our Sixth Form offer and provided an additional pathway for students. Thank
you to Mr Connage, Year Leader for Year 7, and Mrs Gadd, Director of Sixth Form, for their hard work in
ensuring such a successful transition.

Today, our Year 11 and Year 13 students also made a strong start and very much hit the ground running.
This year will pass extremely quickly for them, so it is important that they establish good study routines
from the beginning. We will be working closely with students and families throughout the year to
support them in preparing for GCSE, A Level and vocational examinations.

We are now looking forward to welcoming all students back to school on Monday 7th September.
Please support us by making sure your child is prepared and ready to arrive on time. Students must be
in school by 8.35am at the latest, and we advise aiming for 8.30am to give some flexibility.

This weekend is a good opportunity to help students return to healthy sleep routines — not just on
Sunday evening, but across the weekend. Our analysis of GCSE and Sixth Form results consistently
shows that students who attend school more than 95% of the time and arrive punctually
achieve better outcomes. Getting your child into school every day and on time
really does make a difference.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.



The Islip Manor Way: Moving with Pace and Purpose
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As part of our continued work to embed The Islip Manor Way, next week we will be explicitly teaching
the children about our expectations for moving around the school building.

With hundreds of children moving between lessons at the same time, clear and consistent routines
help ensure that transitions are calm, safe and purposeful. Our training focuses on what we mean by
moving with pace and purpose, alongside the routines and systems we have put in place to help
children arrive at every lesson on time and ready to learn.

Here are the training slides so that you can see exactly what we will be teaching the children so that
you can reinforce these expectations with them at home.

Thank you, as always, for your support in helping us maintain high standards across our school.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fVeKfFha6tE0pdGXEwEVnGKiqOUQMRK2p55YzkbRw5k/edit?slide=id.g38b70d5e470_0_65#slide=id.g38b70d5e470_0_65


Could your child now be entitled to Free School Meals?
As we start the new school year, we would like to encourage all families to check whether their child
is entitled to Free School Meals and, if they are, to make sure that they are registered.

This is particularly important this year because the Government has significantly widened eligibility
for Free School Meals from September 2026. All children living in a household which receives
Universal Credit are now entitled to Free School Meals, regardless of the household’s earnings. This
means that your child may now be eligible even if you have applied previously and were told that you
did not qualify. We would therefore strongly encourage families receiving Universal Credit to check
again.

The Government has highlighted that many families miss out on financial support simply because
they do not realise that they are entitled to it. In Ealing, families can check eligibility and apply
through the Council’s Free School Meals service.

Please do not assume that your child will automatically be registered. A claim needs to be made and
eligibility confirmed by the school or local authority, so it is important that families check and apply.

Registering for Free School Meals is also important even if your child does not intend to have a school
meal every day. Registration helps the school to identify students who are entitled to additional
support and also contributes to the funding available to us to support students’ education.

We are therefore asking families to check their eligibility and apply as soon as possible so that all
eligible students are correctly recorded.

You can check eligibility and apply through Ealing Council here:

Apply for Free School Meals through Ealing Council

Please do check, particularly if your household receives Universal Credit. The rules have changed, so
being ineligible in the past does not necessarily mean that you are ineligible now. We want to
make sure that every Islip Manor family receives the support to which they are entitled.
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https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201111/education_grants_and_financial_assistance/701/free_school_meals
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